Statement on the Fatal Shooting of Mozambique Local Election
Observation Mission Head
October 2019-The African Elections Observers Network (AfEONet) which is comprised of
citizen observer groups in the East and Horn of Africa (E-HORN), West Africa Election
Observation Network (WAEON) and the Electoral Support Network of Southern Africa
(ESN-SA) has learnt with sadness the death of the head of Mozambique’s local election
observer mission, Anastacio Matavele, who was shot on Monday, 7 October 2019.
Matavele was shot in Xai-Xai, the capital of the South Eastern Gaza Province. AfEONet
condemns such an act, especially as Sala da Paz, a group that monitors election-related
violence, has alleged that the three assailants are known members of the riot police unit.
The incident discourages the critical role of non-partisan groups in observing elections. The
preamble to the Global Network of Domestic Election Monitors’ (GNDEM) Declaration of
Global Principles for Non-partisan Election Observation and Monitoring by Citizen
Organizations provides that, “Non-partisan election observation and monitoring by citizen
organizations has emerged as one of the most tangible and significant dimensions of
democratic development around the globe.”
As further elaborated in the preamble, “Non-partisan observation and monitoring of
elections by citizen organizations is part of participating in public affairs, which “relates to
legislative, executive and administrative powers” and “covers all aspects of public
administration, and the formulation and implementation of policy….” (UNHRC General
Comment 25, paragraph 5.) Non-partisan election observation and monitoring by citizen
organizations exercises the right of association that is central to the functioning of nongovernmental organizations, as well as the right to seek, receive and impart information that
is vital to transparency and is included in the freedom of expression protected by articles 19
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the ICCPR.”
AfEONet strongly condemns this act as election observers play a vital role in electoral
processes. Chapter 5 of the African Charter on Democracy Elections, and Governance, on
the culture of democracy and peace, particularly Article 4, 3 obliges States to “Create
conducive conditions for civil society organizations to exist and operate within the law.”
We stand in solidarity with the Civil Society Learning Center (CESC) and the NGO League in
Mozambique (JOINT) in this very difficult time. Further, we call upon the government of
Mozambique to ensure that the electoral environment is peaceful and that election
observers are safe to carry out their mandate. We implore the State to investigate and
ensure and the perpetrators are brought to book and justice served// Ends
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